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The FSBI’s Australian Correspondent,
Culum Brown, reports on events in
his patch. Culum is at Macquarie
University, Sydney
2015 was a good year for
Australian Science generally
and for fish biology in particular.
Most significantly we managed
to replace Tony Abbot as Prime
Minister. Tony was vehemently
anti-science and a climate
denialist. He has been replaced
with Malcolm Turnbull, whom
despite being in the same party,
is the exact opposite in his views.

The future is certainly looking
brighter.
In August we hosted the
Behaviour 2015 conference in
Cairns. As part of the organising
committee I made the most of the
opportunity to promote the FSBI
to all and sundry. We had close to
1000 delegates from all over the
world and fish research made a
solid contribution to the program.
We decided early on to invite the
media and get them involved as
much as possible. Outreach is
increasingly an important part of
scientific research in Australia. As
the media liaison for the event, I
managed to get our presenters into
the media (online, print, TV and
radio) every day. The experience

really highlights the public’s
growing appetite for hearing about
scientific research. Behaviour
research in particular is very easy
to sell and I made sure that fish got
plenty of coverage! For example,
Evan Byrnes talked on ABC radio
about shark personality. Surely a
winning combination for the media
if ever there was one!
The annual 2015 Australian
Society for Fish Biology (ASFB)
meeting was held in Sydney and
was a great success. It combined
with the 5th International
Symposium on Stock Enhancement
and thus was very well attended
by international scientists. One
of the highlights was a keynote by
Paul Lumley who talked about ➤
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➤ the role of indigenous people
in fisheries management and
rehabilitation along the Columbia
River, USA. The combination
of events must have been
somewhat awkward for Australian
government fisheries scientists.
The research showcased by
international presenters really
highlighted the importance of
taking a scientific approach to
stock enhancement, particularly
when conservation management
is the primary goal. Historically,
Australia has not taken this
approach at all. In this country
stocking is largely a political tool
for vote grabbing and pandering
to the hunting and fishing lobby.
Millions of fish are released from
government hatcheries every
year by each state and there is a
complete lack of follow-up surveys
to discover the fate of these fish.
The Americans have a name for
this practice which is “political
stocking”.

At the Sydney meeting
Krystal Keller (as pictured), who
is completing her PhD on fish
movements around artificial reefs,
seemed to clean up in all the
student competitions including
the photo competition for her
picture of a red crayfish (see the
figure). As usual I was handing out
FSBI leaflets to everyone during
the breaks. I’m pretty sure we’ll
get another stock of students
recruiting into the FSBI. Sadly I

cannot tag them to keep track of
their behaviour. The next meeting
will be in Tasmania in September
2016.
In other news, recently
fisherman captured a 60cm
female Bight redfish (Centroberyx
gerrardi) which broke the Western
Australian record for the oldest fish
at 84 years of age. The record was
previously 78 years jointly held
by the western foxfish (Bodianus
frenchii) and the bass groper
(Polyprion americanus). Still,
these fish are spring chickens
compared to the Orange roughy
(Hoplostethus atlanticus) which
is commonly captured in the East
coast fisheries and can live to be
over 150 years. There are some
seriously long-lived fish out there
in our oceans!
As a final note, ASFB is putting
in a bid for the 2020 World
Fisheries Congress in Adelaide. It
would be fantastic if our bid was
supported by FSBI.

members but returned to Australia
some years ago and is now based
at Macquarie University in North
Ryde, Sydney. Reports from
representatives in the USA and
Brazil will follow in later editions.
As many of our members
will know, the Society has
close links with the much older
and larger American Fisheries
Society (AFS). This last claims
to be international but judging
from its annual meetings, the
membership is dominated by
US and Canadian members. The
annual AFS conference is an order
of magnitude larger than the
FSBI equivalent and has multiple
parallel session which cover all
areas of fisheries science. At
the December Council meeting,
a discussion took place about
the nature of the FSBI annual
symposium, which to date has
always focused on one theme,
elasmobranchs in 2015, for

example. In this form, the annual
meetings of the Society are not
attractive to most members
unless they work on the topic
focused on for a given year. Future
meetings might try to broaden
out the symposia so that more
members will be attracted and the
Society could do more to foster
connections between its diverse
membership. The 2017 conference
will undoubtedly have a broader
remit as it will celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of the founding of
the Society. Any thoughts from
members on how the annual
meetings should develop would be
welcomed by Council and can be
sent either to the Newsletter, or to
the President.

Editorial
As Colin Bean points out in his
review of John Craig’s new book
on freshwater fisheries, the FSBI
has grown from a local society
representing the British Isles
into an organization which has
appeal to a broad international
constituency. The Society has
members from all over the
world and its governance now
explicitly attempts to capture this.
The Council has had European
members for at least twenty years.
A couple of years ago Council took
the decision to appoint regional
representatives, who would not be
on Council but would report back to
it with items of interest from their
area. One of the obligations of
these representatives is that they
write for the Newsletter at least
once a year. Our first report from a
representative comes from Culum
Brown who is our Australian rep.
Culum was a doctoral student in
the UK so will be known to British

Paul Hart
Leicester, February 2016
Next deadline for copy:
1st May 2016
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President’s piece
To Hull and back ...
It was a great pleasure to be able
to present the FSBI’s Beverton
Medal to Professor Ian Cowx (at
right in the picture) during a recent
visit to the University of Hull. As
has been previously documented
in the newsletter, Ian was named
as the Beverton medal winner in
2015 but the formal presentation
was delayed as Ian was not able to
attend the annual symposium last
year, and we have been waiting
for a suitable opportunity for the
presentation to be made. The
perfect opportunity to present Ian
with his medal arose in January
this year, when another of our
recent medal winners – Dr Colin
Bannister, who was awarded the
LeCren medal in 2014 – was due
to deliver the annual Buckland
Lecture at Hull University. Buckland
Professors are appointed annually
by the Buckland Foundation, and
deliver public lectures at relevant
institutions on topics in fisheries
or marine science, in the memory
of Frank Buckland, a 19th Century
Army surgeon, amateur naturalist,
and Inspector of Salmon Fisheries.
As the 2015-16 incumbent, Dr
Bannister was in Hull to deliver
his lecture, entitled “Has EU
fisheries management achieved
the recovery of depleted stocks?”
Colin used his lecture to introduce
the historical background to the
Common Fisheries Policy, and
used detailed examples of how
marine fish stock assessment data
can be used to study the impact
of overfishing, stock recovery and
the effects of climate change. The
lecture was very well attended
by academics, students, local
dignitaries and representatives
from the fishing industry, as well
as a scattering of members of the
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public, and it was a real privilege
to share the stage with two such
influential figures in the world of
fisheries science.
As this issue goes to press,
we are seeking nomination for
this year’s medal nominees. I
would like to remind you that
any member of the Society may
nominate candidates for the three
medals that we award each year.
For further details and information
of the nomination procedures,
please see the Society’s website
(www.fsbi.org.uk).
Colin Bannister

Freshwater Fisheries Ecology
By J. F. Craig (Ed.). 920 pp. Published by Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford,
U.K., 2015. Price £79.50. ISBN: 978-1-118-39442-7.
This long awaited book,
edited by John Craig, contains
contributions from 112 authors,
most of which are considered
to be leaders in their field.
Together, these individuals have
produced 59 chapters, brigaded
into eight sections, which cover
five broad themes: freshwater
ecosystems; fishery resources;
fishery operations and fisheries
management; and factors which
affect freshwater fish and fisheries.
It is a testament to John Craig’s
editorial skills, honed during many
years as Editor-in-Chief of the
FSBI’s Journal of Fish Biology, that
this tome has finally seen the light
of day. At a time when the need
to publish peer-reviewed papers
is much greater than the rewards
associated with contributing book
chapters, it also says much for the
generosity of the authors. Plaudits
must also go to the FSBI for the
considerable support that they
have afforded this publication.
Despite the rather parochial
sounding nature of its name, the
FSBI really is a truly international
community of fish and fisheries
biologists. The far reaching
geographical coverage of this
book, and its anticipated value to
researchers worldwide, support
this view.
The quality of the book itself
is impressive. Delivered in an
A4 format, it is extremely well
produced and its 899 pages
contain a significant number
of plates and images which are
clear and sharp. The approach
taken in each of the 59 chapters
is consistent and a similar
format and style is maintained
throughout. Each of its chapters
is exceptionally well referenced,
ensuring the each contribution

is as current, and up to date, as
possible.
The first, introductory section is
followed by detailed overviews of
the varied and dynamic habitats in
which fish live. These take us from
the lotic and lacustrine habitats
of arctic, temperate and tropical
regions to estuaries. A third,
more extensive, section provides
a geographically wide-ranging
review of the state of fish and
fisheries resources in no less than
26 regions of the globe. These are
solid pieces of work which have
been written by well-recognised
researchers who have worked in
these areas for all, or much, of
their careers. All of these chapters
provide valuable detail relating to
the types of fish and fisheries that
each area supports, along with
information on their management
and threats to their future. This
section is, in itself, a wonderful
resource, and in terms of the
chapter count, comprises 44% of
those presented within the book.
The following two sections
cover aboriginal, commercial and
recreational freshwater fisheries
and this dovetails nicely with
the following section which is
devoted to fisheries management.
Here, we are introduced to the
key objectives for inland fisheries
management at local and
national scales. Further chapters
on fisheries assessment and
modelling, and an exposition
of the ways in which humans
exploit these resources, provide
some valuable and interesting
insights into how important
freshwater fish resources are
to people’s livelihoods and
survival around the globe. In
order that these resources can be
managed, Section 6 reviews how

these fisheries can be properly,
and responsibly, developed.
Chapters on the development
and management of sustainable
fisheries and aquaculture are
supported by a chapter which
explores the, often controversial,
issue of the use of genetically
modified fish to maximise fish
yields. No less controversial are
the contents of the penultimate
section of the book. Section 8
includes a selection of chapters
which are particularly newsworthy
and include topics such as climate
change, the impact of non-native
species, aquaculture, barriers
to fish migration, water quality
and fisheries-induced evolution.
The last of these has received
considerable attention in marine
fisheries, but less so in freshwater
systems. Its inclusion here is
particularly welcome and will be
of interest to the wider fisheries
science community.
The book concludes with
a brief section called ‘Tools
and future developments in
freshwater fisheries’ in which
some ideas on research needs
within freshwater ecology are
presented, which most of us
would agree with, and possibly
add to. The key contribution to
this section is a review of current
molecular techniques for stock
identification. This is a dynamic
area of work within fish biology
and the rapid development of
molecular tools with higher powers
of discrimination means that a
review of where we currently are
is likely to be very useful to those
coming into this area of research.
It is also, however, likely to be the
first one to go out of date – such
is the price of progress. The book
finishes off with a chapter on
➤
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➤ fish recruitment. This chapter
encompasses many of the classic
theories of fish population
dynamics and recruitment
modelling concepts and this will
be of particular interest to those
who are new to the subject.

Overall, this book is an
important contribution to the study
of fish biology and fisheries. I
have little doubt that it will stand
the test of time and become a key
reference text in years to come for
both students and researchers

alike. I heartily recommend it.
Colin W. Bean
Institute of Biodiversity, Animal
Health and Comparative Medicine,
University of Glasgow, Glasgow,
U.K.

Few and far between: on the
trail of Britain’s rarest animals
By C. Elder. 272 pp. Published by Bloomsbury Publishing, London,
U.K., 2015. Price £16.99. ISBN: 978-1-472905-18-5.
This is one of those books that
fall well into the ‘off the beaten
track’ category and in this case the
categorisation is literally correct.
It chronicles the dedicated and
often logistically-challenging
efforts made by journalist Charlie
Elder to see at first-hand a diverse
selection of Britain’s rarest and
most endangered animal species
over the course of 12 months in
his ‘spare time’. His target list
included five invertebrates, five
birds, five mammals, five reptiles
or amphibians, and five fish
species. The latter comprised
basking shark (Cetorhinus
maximus), common skate
(Dipturus batis), European eel
(Anguilla anguilla), spiny seahorse
(Hippocampus guttulatus) and
vendace (Coregonus albula).
This group of species is clearly
of most interest to the readers
of this newsletter! The author’s
searches took him the length and
breadth of Britain and brought
him into contact with many
individuals who have spent many
years researching, managing
and admiring these remarkable
species. There was a time when
any such book about Britain’s
rarest species would have all but
ignored fish, so I am particularly
pleased to see them given equal
billing here with ‘higher profile’
animal groups. I am also pleased
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to note the appearance within
the book’s pages of a substantial
number of FSBI members who
provided help and in some cases
direct access for the author in his
quest. In this context I should
disclose that two of my immediate
colleagues actually took the author
out on Derwent Water to see a
vendace, although my contacts
with him were limited to emails
and telephone calls.
The structure of this unusual
book comprises twelve untitled
chapters, followed by extensive
acknowledgements, brief updates
for a number of the species
encountered, further reading
and useful websites, and finally
a good index which is essential
for navigating around the book
given the lack of chapter titles. A
central block of 31 excellent colour
photographs features the sought
species. As one might expect from
the author’s profession, the style
of writing is indeed ‘journalistic’
but it is very engagingly so. A fair
amount of natural history and
temporal history is presented for
each of the target species and is
accurate as best as I can judge,
but the real strength of the text lies
in its ‘reportage’ of the numerous
encounters of the author not only
with his target species but also
with the individuals who helped
him in his quest. The descriptions

of these occasions vividly
convey the enthusiasm of these
individuals, the beauty of the
habitats visited and the author’s
excitement each time he managed
to see a new species, even if only
for a few seconds, after months of
planning and many miles travelled.
I thoroughly enjoyed reading
this book. Of the 25 target
species, I only have any personal
familiarity with vendace and to
a lesser extent with European
eel and so much of the book was
new ground (or water) for me.
My knowledge of basking shark,
common skate and spiny seahorse
stems largely from the popular
media peppered with a few
conference presentations for the
first two species. I am pleased to
say that I am no longer a complete
spiny seahorse ignoramus and I
can unreservedly recommend this
delightful book to anyone with an
interest in Britain’s rarer fish and
other animals.
Ian J. Winfield
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology,
Lancaster, U.K.

Notices
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Study opportunities
The Fisheries Society of the British
Isles (FSBI) invites undergraduate
students to apply for summer
internships.

Internship details
Successful applicants will
spend up to 8 weeks conducting
supervised research at a host
institution and will be provided
with a grant of £200 a week (up
to a maximum of £1,600) towards
subsistence and travel expenses.
The internships are open to
those studying an honours degree
in a subject relevant to fish biology
(normally biological students, but
other degree programmes will also
be considered if the proposed
project is within the field of fish
biology or fish management).

Project topics
Research projects can be in any
field relevant to fish biology and to
the objectives of the FSBI. These
would normally be projects where
fish are the primary species but
could also include those that
examine the influence of nonfish taxa on an aspect of fish
biology. One of the conditions of
the funding is that that chosen
applications complete a report by
the 31 October of the year of the
award.

Applying
An application form and guidance
can be found on the FSBI website.
Applications will close at 17:00 on
the 30 March 2016.
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Terry Langford, the FSBI publicity coordinator, has some suggestions as to how
members can promote the activities of the
Society
For the past 4 years the FSBI has
invested in posters and pop-up
exhibition panels, designed to
be displayed at meetings and
conferences in any part of the
world. In addition we have leaflets
with full information about the
Society, including membership
forms, to be handed out wherever
relevant. The posters and leaflets
are available for members to take
to conferences or, if necessary, can

be sent separately. They can also
be used in departments on notice
boards as required.
The four separate pop-up,
self-supporting, banners can be
used individually or as a group to
back and exhibition stand. They
can be put up by one person and
are each about 1m wide by 2m
high and have two display sides
if required. One banner contains
generic information and can be ➤

➤ used alone. Each is delivered in a
cardboard box about 1m long x 20cm
section. They can be taken by car but
should be sent separately if air or
rail travel is used. FSBI members are
encouraged to gather at the stand
and hold small informal meetings. A
small table and two or more chairs
are usually available.
High quality gloss paper posters
are also available and can be made
in any size from A4 to a A1, though
for departmental notice boards A4 is
recommended. The larger A0 could
be available if it would be costeffective as a poster for a conference.
If you need some specific
paublicity material for a special
occasion or conference, please ask.
We may have to asses cost benefit
but ask in any case.

Contact for all materials
For posters and loan of pop-ups, for
leaflet and membership forms and
for ties, scarves and badges contact:terry.langford @btinternet.com or
tel2@soton.ac.uk.
Delivery can be arranged.
(If you have any funds in your budget
that can contribute to costs, please
indicate, but in most cases this is not
essential for publicity material on loan
or smaller posters).

FSBI wears well in pure silk
FSBI pure silk ties are available either
from the Publicity Co-ordinator or at
conferences. Cost £14.99.
FSBI Pure silk scarves are also
available as above. Cost £14.99.
Small pin-on lapel or collar badges
are also available at £2.99 each.

Information Desk
For all membership enquires (except
subscription payments), including grant
application submissions, please contact the
FSBI office at:
FSBI, c/o Charity & Social Enterprise
Department, Brabners, Horton House,
Exchange Flags, Liverpool L2 3YL, UK
Contact: Shirley Robinson

In the UK and Europe subscription enquiries
should be addressed to:
admin@fsbi.org.uk Charities and Social
Enterprise Department, Brabners, Chaffe Street,
Horton House, Exchange Flags, Liverpool L2 3YL
Tel: 0151 600 3000 (ext. 3362)
Fax: 0151 227 3185
See http://www.fsbi.org.uk/membership/
joining-the-fsbi/ for further information.

Phone: +44 (0) 151 600 3362
Email Enquiries: grants@fsbi.org.uk

Secretary: Dr John Pinnegar
Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science, Lowestoft Laboratory,
Pakefield Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 OHT
Tel. +44 (0)1502 524229 Fax. +44 (0)1502 513865 Mob. +44 (0)7747 606287
E-mail: Secretary@fsbi.org.uk

www.fsbi.org.uk
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